tan was not going to mend its ways. The property left
behind by the Hindus and Sikhs was lost by their ror
good. Gandhiji did not agree with this view. He^i^d
said that he would not rest until every Hindu and Sikh
had returned to his home with safety and honour. Simi-
larly, he wanted to see every Muslim return to his home
in the Union. The dead could not be brought back to
life nor could the palatial buildings that had been burnt
be restored by any Government. He would be content
if what was left was returned with the land to the rightful
owners. The Hindu and Sikh houses and lands occupied
by the Muslims in Lahore, Lyallpur and other places
in Pakistan had to be vacated. And that was bound to
happen soon if the Hindus and Sikhs in the Union
behaved correctly. Man was made in the image of God,
but he was capable of making mistakes. If, however, he
corrected his mistakes, the divine in him could restore
him. That was what he hoped and longed for. The
majority community in both the Dominions had to repent
Tor their evil deeds and ask the forgiveness of the minority
community. They would then become good neighbours
instead of being the enemies they had become. They
had won their independence through means that were
above board. The world had complimented them for
so doing. Let them maintain their independence in the
same way. If they said goodbye to goodness, they would
not be able to keep their independence. People told
him that the A. I. C. C. resolution about the return of
the Hindus, Sikhs and the Muslims to their respective
homes was idle talk. He did not believe that this was so.
If the people of India had lost their sanity for a while,
it did not mean that they would remain insane for ever.
He had made Delhi the test case. If he failed here, he
:ould not hope for success elsewhere.
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